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Sharing of News & Information 
Anything you would like shared should be 
emailed to  
intimations@standrews-westlinton.org   

by Thursday lunchtime  would be really  
helpful to allow time to collate and distribute it. 

Minister for West Tweeddale - Rev. Dr. Tony Foley 
Email  tfoley@churchofscotland.org.uk  
Telephone 07793 294 000  or 01968 660 221 

West Tweeddale Church Office  

Tel: 01968 660 221 Email cos1560.tweed@outlook.com  

Services Sunday 7 December 2025 

 
Carlops Church Worship - 10am - David Henderson-Howat in church & on Zoom (see email for link)   
 
St Andrew's Church Worship - 11:30 - Steven Whalley in in church & on Zoom (see email for link)  
 
Kirkurd & Newland Church Worship - 10am – Rev. Dr. Tony Foley in church 
 
Skirling Church Worship -  
Tweedsmuir Church Worship -  
Broughton Church Worship -  

 

Upper Tweeddale Christingle Service 
Broughton Village Hall  
11am 
Fiona Burnett 
 

mailto:tfoley@churchofscotland.org.uk
mailto:cos1560.tweed@outlook.com
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Sunday 7th December  Upper Tweeddale Christingle service 11am Broughton Village 
Hall 
 
Coffee 10:30, Service 11am, followed by soup and sandwich lunch 

Carlops Parish Church, Sunday 7th December, 3.45pm. 
THE CARLOPS ADVENT GARDEN, 2025 
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS EVENT (Adults welcome too - you don’t need to be accompanied by a child!) 
 
Advent is a special time of year, when we are preparing for Christmas.  Once again we will make our  
magical indoor garden in Carlops Parish Church: a spiral path of moss, with a mound in the centre,  
holding a large candle, from which, one by one, as we all sing carols, the children will light their own small 
candles. As they return along the path, the children choose a place in the green moss to plant their  
candles, which they carry in lovely red cored apples.  (Adults or siblings can guide little ones around the 
path, of course.) 
 
By the time the last child has made the journey, our garden will be blooming with many flame flowers. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: On Sunday, each child should bring her/his own apple, with a candle placed in its cored 
centre, so that the apple becomes a candle-holder.  An ordinary white kitchen candle is ideal. Red apples 
look lovely placed in the moss garden.  
 
We’d like to be able to start by 4pm, at dusk, so do try to arrive at 3.45pm! 
 
The ceremony will last for about an hour. There will be Christmas biscuits for the children to enjoy with 
juice, after the ceremony, while Gerda reads a Christmas story.  And there’ll be some mulled wine for the 
adults. 
 
Finally, thinking of candles at ground level, it would be best for us to avoid wearing flouncy, flowing  
garments! 
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Did you know that Christmas was banned in Scotland for nearly 400 years? Or that first footers 
in Dundee used to give a gift of a herring in a fish dress at Hogmanay? Do you know the origin of 
the loony dook, the true meaning of 'Deck the Halls', or how the residents of Biggar kept the  
Biggar Bonfire burning even during the WWII blackouts? 
 
Come along on Monday 8th December and join me in conversation with Drummond Begg as 
we discuss the wonderfully fascinating and eclectic Scottish festive traditions in my new book, 
The Little Book of Christmas and Hogmanay.  
Free mulled wine. Books available for sale on the night- ideal stocking fillers. 
Pre-booking appreciated. Please use this link to buy your tickets: 
https://bookwhen.com/wlearlylea.../e/ev-s7sna-20251208193000 

https://bookwhen.com/wlearlylearners/e/ev-s7sna-20251208193000?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwYVAyYlNQdGxsRWVJcXV2UnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR55eM-8U3gP_C2lX4j7V7Z7c5iwbj2aAphubfVwqV__Djqv-8VkAzRPHjNhjQ_aem_k6kAhDHILll0IsqUcP8Bfg
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Guid Blethers Is about enjoying the company of old and new friends by sharing  
interests and skills together. Our programme has varying topics of local interest 
with speakers and other activities.  
If you have any questions get in touch with our co-Ordinator 
Co-Ordinator Helen Dry 01968 660 506  

 

Next session - Wednesday 26 November 
 
Our last meeting for 2025 will be on 9th December (Christmas Lunch). 
 
A peaceful Christmas to all. 
 
Our next meeting will be on January 14th 2026. A wonderful memory from the past  
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If you are planning to join the Advent Study over Zoom just a  
reminder that this starts on Wednesday the 26th at 7:00pm. 

 

In week 1 we’re going to very lightly touch down in the first  
couple of chapters but will predominantly focus on chapters 3 
and 4. 

 

We will then move on to focus on chapters 5 in week 2, chapter 
6 in week 3 and will conclude with chapter 7 in week 4.  

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83048270273?
pwd=onxP9o5NrrilqmMvSwQCHdvPEXP8UD.1 
 
Meeting ID: 830 4827 0273 
 
Passcode: 855488  

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83048270273?pwd=onxP9o5NrrilqmMvSwQCHdvPEXP8UD.1
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83048270273?pwd=onxP9o5NrrilqmMvSwQCHdvPEXP8UD.1
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Last session on Friday 19 December, 
then will be closed for the Christmas 
break.  
Reopening on Friday 9 January. 
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The minister’s benevolent fund offers emergency assistance throughout 
our linkage areas. If you require assistance please contact us by email. 
All emails will be dealt with in the strictest of confidence.   People may 
need other kinds of support and we are also ready to help with that or  
direct you to others who can. 


